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Arabic text, Falaquera’s Hebrew paraphrase or its Latin trans-
lation, or the English version which will be published shortly
as the last part of a translation of the entire trilogy. Yisuf al-
Khal and the Publishers are to be commended for the patience
and care with which they performed an exacting task.

University of Chicago



Walzer for loaning me his photographic copy of the Arabic
manuscript and thus enabling me to begin my work in Paris in
1954 before I had the opportunity to go to Constantinople to
examine the original in the Aya Sofya library. Shortly after-
wards, Professor Willy Hartner obtained for me a microfilm copy
of David’s edition of Falaquera’s Hebrew summary which I was
able to use before I came to possess’ a copy of this edition
through the generousity of Professor Leo Strauss. I am also
indebted to the Département des Manuscrits of the Bibliothéque
Nationale (Paris), where I was able to examine the Latin trans-
lation of Falaquera’s text and then obtain a microfilm copy of
it. Mr. Ibrahim Motlu, the librarian at Aya Sofya, was extremely
helpful during the summer of 1955; he facilitated my work at
that library and I profited from discussing the script, ink, paper,
and date of the Arabic manuscript with him. After preparing
the first draft of the edition and the Arabic Introduction in
Baghdad in 1956, Professor Mahdi al-Makhziimi (now Dean of
the College of Arts, University of Baghdad) went over it with
great care, suggested numerous improvements on the Introduc-
tion, and made a number of pertinent observations on the
peculiarities of Farabi’s style. During the many pleasant sum-
mers spent at the University of Freiburg i. Br., Professor Oluf
Kriickmann showed generous interest in the edition (he has
undertaken to translate the text into German, and it is planned
to suppl t this translation with an index verborum and
a grammatical lexicon), and both he and his colleague Dr.
Muhammad Safti studied the draft of the edition at various stages
and offered many pertinent suggestions. On his visit to Chicago
in 1960, Professor S. Pines went over the final draft of the
edition and contributed a number of helpful remarks. I also
profited from a number of my colleagues and students, both
at Freiburg i Br. and at Chicago, with whom I read the




On the authority of Sa‘id, Farabi’s “remarkable introduc-
tion™ is of particular impoi'tance for the understanding of his
presentation of the philosophy of Aristotle. Since the very fact
that Aristotle chose to start from a new beginning toward his
philosophy presupposes some dissatisfaction with Plato’s begin-
ning, the introduction is also an account of the all-important
issue of Aristotle’s relation to Plato. Further, since Farabi himself
presents in the first part of the trilogy an introduction which
contains the steps leading to the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle,
the understanding of the present text requires a close comparison
of the three parts which were intended to be read together.

The student who plans to make use of the Arabic text is
referred to the Arabic Introduction where the relevant historical
and philological evidence is presented and di d.ut

There remains the pleasant task of acknowledging the
kindness of numerous friends and colleagues without whose help
the present edition would have taken considerably more time
and been far less perfect. I am indebted to Professor Richard

10Farabi’s own textual indications do not correspond to Si‘id’s simple
division of the subject-matter of the text into thrée sections (introduction, logic,
and physics). We take these indicati to be fal. i or wal. i (“when”)
for the division of the text inio sections (cf. Strauss, “Farabi’s Plato,” op. cif.,
p. 379, n. 53) and thumma (“then”) for the division into paragraphs, provided
these are followed by verbs whose subject is Aristotle. The difficulty of Sa‘id’s
method of division comes to light, for i in to d the
end of the introductory section and the beginning of the section on logic, below,
Arabic Section, pp. 70-72.

11]n the Arabic Introduction and in the Notes, Falaquera’s Hebrew text
is rep d by the traditional Arabic lett: : g‘» BT S|
ol e U-K Alihough no attempt was made to emend David’s edition

1 11,

of Falaquera systematically, a number of obvi confu-

sions are pointed out in the Notes.

and |

X



‘the unity of their purpose as well as of their two distinct
approaches to philosophy. It laid the foundations simultaneously
for the Platonic tradition of political philosophy, and for the
characteristically Aristotelian approach which was later to be
elaborated by Averroes in his cc taries and propagated in
the West by the Latin Averroists.

The Philosophy of Aristotle certainly did not in the literal
or temporal sense introduce Aristotle into Islamic thought; for
this we have to thank numerous conscientious translators and a
host of “forerunners.” It was, nevertheless, the first lasting
guidepost which, directly or indirectly, led subsequent students
of Aristotle to the principal purpose and meaning of his
philosophy. Farabi’s presentation of the philosophy of Aristotle
in this work® is not a stage in the unfolding of a development
in the history of Islamic thought, but a sudden revelation: at a
single stroke, Farabi discards the spurious works of Aristotle,
including the Theology, which he elsewhere seems to accept as
genuine the better to harmonize Aristotle’s opinions with those of
Plato and both with Islamic beliefs.® At the same time, an attempt
is made to examine the peculiar “beginning” of Aristotle’s
philosophy as compared with that of Plato, the specific kind of
wisdom which it was the primary aim of Aristotle to pursue,
bis achievements in this pursuit. and finally the lesson to be
learned from the whole of Aristotle’s philosophy regarding the
necessity of such a pursuit, the way to it, and the way toward
propagating and reviving that philosophy. In all this Farabi’s
Philosophy of Aristotle has no precedent in the history of Islamic
thought.

8For Farabi’s other, more traditional presentation of Aristotle, consider
his Kitab al-jam' bayn ra’yay al-hakimayn Afldtin al-ilihi @a-Aristitdlis (“Harmonie
ischen Plaio und Ari les”) in Alfdrdbi’s philosophische Abhandlungen, ed.
Fr. Dieterici (Leiden, 1890), pp. 1-33.
9CE. ibid., pp. 23, 28, 31-32.




The work described by Sa‘id was long believed lost by modern
scholars. Its identity was discovered in 1936,° when it was
shown to be composed of three parts: (1) the Atfainment of
Happiness which had already been printed in Hyderabad,* (2)
the Philosophy of Plato, and (3) the Philosophy of Aristotle. The
Arabic original of the last two parts (of which only Falaquera’s
Hebrew paraphrase® had been thought to be extant) was located
by H. Ritter in the Aya Sofya library (MS, No. 4833) in
Constantinople. The Philosophy of Plato was subsequently edited
and translated into Latin by F. Rosenthal and R. Walzer.® The
present text is the remaining last part or the Philosophy of
Aristotle, edited on the basis of the unique Constantinople
manuscript, Falaqueras Hebrew paraphrase, and the Latin
translation of the latter contained in MS, Latin, No. 6991A,
preserved in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris.”

The impact of the Philosophy of Plato and Aristotle on the
rise and development of Islamic philosophy (and of medieval
Jewish and Christian Latin philosophy through Avicenna and
Averroes), was greater than any other single work by Farabi.
This was the epoch-making work which set the pattern for the
understanding of the nature and meaning of philosophy in general,
and of the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle in particular — of

3Leo Strauss, “Eine vermisste Schrift Farabis” in Monatschrift fuer
Geschichte und Wi haft des Jude LXXX (1936) (Breslau), pp. 96-106.

4Tahsil al-sa‘dda (Hyderabad, 1345/[1926]).

5Schemtob ben Josef ibn Falag Propideutic der Wi haft : Reschith
Chokmah, ed. M. David (Berlin, 1902), pp. 72-92.

6F alsafat Aflstun (“De Platonis Philosophia”) [“Corpus Platonicum Medii
Aevi; Plato Arabus” II] (Londinii, 1943). Cf. Leo Strauss “Farabi’s Plato” in
Louis Ginsberg Jubilee Volume (New York, 1945), pp. 357-93.

“Cf. Falsafat Aflatun, op. cit., pp. xix-xxi; below, Arabic Section, pp.
26-41.
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PREFACE

Although the popularity of Abi Nasr al-Farabi (d. 950)!
was to some extent eclipsed in Eastern Islam by Avicenna, and
in Western Islam and in the Christian West by Avicenna and
Averroes, he was the acknowledged master of both and the
veritable founder of the Islamic philosophic tradition. Among
Farabi’s important works, Si‘id al-Andalusi (d. 1070) mentions
“a book on the purposes of the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle”
and describes the last part of this work as follows: “Then he
followed this with the philosophy of Aristotle, and iniroduced
bim with a remarkable introduction in which he made known
how he |Arisiotle] proceeded step by step toward his philosophy.
Then he proceeded to describe his purposes of each one of his
logical and physical writings. In the copy which has come to
our hand he concludes his exposition at the beginning of meta-
physics, after leading to it through natural science. I do not
know of any book more useful than this for the student of
philosophy, for it makes known the ideas common to all the
sciences and the ideas pertaining to each. There is no way of
comprehending the ideas of the Cafegories, and how they are
the primary notions underlying all the sciences, except from it.” 2

1Carl Brockel Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur (Weimar-Leiden,
1898-1949), I, 210-13.

2Kitab tabagét al-umam (“Livre des catégories des nations”), ed. P. Louis
Cheikho (Beyrouth, 1912), pp. 53-54; tr. Régis Blachére (Paris, 1935), pp. 108-9.
This description was copied by subsequent Muslim histori including Qifti (d.
1248) whose version was used by Strauss (below, n. 3) in identifying this work.
A revised version of Si‘id’s text, and of other texts derived from it, can be
found below, Arabic Section, pp. 11-12.
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the “second teacher” (after Aristotle),
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sopher.”

His Philosophy of Aristotle is one
of the fundamental sources of the
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al-Andalusi, “more useful than this for
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