&

¢igila :naugo

(b clea dooyi






3RS oS |yl S

PR g0y



How to Read Kierkegaard 2yl A8 1,88 s I

John D. Caputo

(S9hait duawba pBlal

YOAV/ /YN Gl V- 0AOAY s o3 §seall

8anill 3SLLI SLA 1DD « geuiy e fis ol sl oys
+ 66 (+) VoY ATYOYY 1y gduls
hindawi@hindawi.org : g ASIYS s pdl
https://www.hindawi.org :‘;.'@js.lgl a8t

Ao sl e QSN Siay Laily eo,lSaTs a5l el oo Ugiome 1 (sohiia duwe &)

aalid) sy sl ’a:\maﬁ
AVA Y OYVY YAYY ¥ :;}\9.\.” ﬁ:&ﬁ.ﬂ

YooV ale Glasyl BUL sl QS uin

YeYE ale goliia Luwbe e ol sis o jus

(ssMie Tl Usgine VA paaiaty QUSI a0 arents Lalill s3all 3 sis paes

(i Lunwdl Asgins QLS Tia (ail Zusall Las AL Lolal) il 3sia paen

ShaSall et Asgiae Jusll Jasll oy Lol 2l Gois aaen

Copyright © 2007 by John D. Caputo. John D. Caputo asserts the
moral right to be identified as the author of this Work.

P g8 G



v ool alis Alalll g
A iy S
) Losie
WV ) Ll L3a ) Zadal) -
YV Lllaat) ¥
YV Ly -y
3% olasl usls —¢
oV L5130 s daidadl -0
a\% 8, Laaal eLel -1
va Jladl _poall -V
AV 20 A
40 AR I
Vv Blaadl oo a LI - -
VY el Jaulusl

\\o Z:ss‘.aal c:l;l)’é






bl M ) g

?«iﬂ#»“iﬁiw

opainall g2 bl (3K e o)smwguﬂm%sﬁuuwlmm
LECL cladll 5 85550 413 D Lol a385 slalaall L&y o Kall gl S
3 ol s (i S Aale Ll Lt Loy ol bl Lo ) agllecy
S feuiall ol s s Jals Liaiy Lgeadd DLl Jlael pe 8 lae dgalse
S BIS S8 Hasa e AES (S 4T G dbibidl a3 § MUY Aads a5 Lajls
80,5 26K alay Jadlly Lgasituny 30 el (o G e oty cdions Sike
K sl
s lae s o Bl G Gusa 58 oAl of A sy bl sla § QS S
anl Jae e Lagas of 8pund clikife § b A1 o3 dlulull al5e Se Calfe JS3
Bale] (5 Gmg bl SIS ISHT e BSH oS Jendills Lglglisg (I
;umuwuuyuumnm_wwu;mumg S e JalS alle e Al
Slegane mal ¥ S 0dn 555 Y Blaly codsll sse po ALl sk e 3,55
p355 (5,a3 U cepallast alacl o uuns (19 Sall LeiS 3 wl,aa el oo
Sudials 8elyilly dadl dlalse o shall (Ealu A plall of UM e dluls
Gies Yules QS JS 38 clolyilly pasenill J) LAY ngs Lals oLz
Loy ol e sulians Ludla] olslyd) olal Bl Sall s G &lanYl aad 15550



eSS 1as i

L e didyal pliad Lo IS oaie (gl dLas (e Al 3K ae 33 ¥y .elld J)
S Ui Juadl el 0355 LSy coles 50 3S,UNs S e 5l aslas i
CSLESE LN e a3l

Glle & 1,51 cpill ol LIS dafie olpuds o cladle mud e Yy
Bash Loy i A Ul S35 (alally golually ually G, o <4l
S sa 5ig8 ol LB s aa,lSaTy cnsSEU KAl Y5 a8l Jalaal
elgu da o Lailly adailly aunailly 5,5Yl5 anlaill o]l

JsS 5513 asls iy S (isaes
dysase pelandl Esal



9 N

oo LUSI gay dinl Jany p¥all U] sl Jiis S Gpare d) K20 Ji3a
de 5oaT Y ilant Zags ) B Gan & LAY e Gai OIS 3l cs,laS S
Nigs gl

Taola @ o) crsming bslas e lsol oo OS df pals Sy aa gl LS
LSh,lea Cro aall fog dBy e Lagisl 3 e oS 3a Lagal) g/_mi Ol S
colegisll e oty oSS e 8l

wlaslall e 38l 28 5a 5,50 dilie L5,8 colS UlaLs cila W Sals
Ll AE0 LG et 48,

(DU 1 Alaae LIV Eon< ding B3l oail 558l daols ST LS






EXN

Lual aidl (o el Jis 3 Yol 8,48l (VACONANY) WSS T o sgm 3
Gl AYO e s Lo Lty Aipsa a5 e alill 30 Chalie & palginsS
G 35la3 & LU LU elan A cranl 0 sl 030 By Jslas Eas
Lods a3y yaile ok ol UL e IS @ L3 8 psiall ellasall Aga Gun
IS ally ke s ol cemaisal) sl 2wl J] 3,lSS Ly
Sl & gulall Jsat) BSHull alavis cuddad dus lsis 69 Osaes
Laals 83 Hlo sl Joae 905 seblibis SLas Ty caling elld Ju3 ol o8l
3 e OIS G oSIss s, s ISy (us! Shute BlS xa) oy 9dussl
S OS] as call La8ls ool (3183 degane oy iG] 13) degane
ol pa BaY 5laiad ol £l J) SLUS Zan 5 () 508l Lol &
SLESI @S (g all o8l Slisaed Jslays .o siuin daale i3 Ll 3550
dl dssas!l oo LSS (83 i) Lugmsl) Liwlal) T a,laS S LIKEY daLal)
saT sa) BUN o o o SISA) Luund Bule 8,185 prpaaltl AA sl &S
A, Laldll il ye o L1 125m g (eSS ISGET g il
et Lo 5o caloall o saal) alaiad ple £ sunge 431 il 3, laS el
o (Vo) @13 B eSS s sls alsad adall QS 4l
Sl Al able ol de oSy 3,5 oalensS cpabie ST e saly & 9,88
Gy 0l 1S3 alin ¥ gl ellgll IS 5 LaS S g JSols e o Lo
plias Al e 4 Sl Usihll 3ud, (sl 4l Gee Y] JlaeH 3,00) &
shaall sally 4} ells 3 U corall (53205 tplladl g Ll vty o a,0aS



eSS 1as i

O @ 3l oy Glasiadl e dbadll Glhu3 J) SAT e3a § sias il
LBy LS 3 Gty g ccplall 2Ly s 1 550

Gl LSS 528 ol ol Jladdl daludl J) abiil) G¥as, slitulys
Slie ¢ il J) 8K eia sy dasll alee as phls OIS onlensS & Lebeshy
Lano 3l Buall bl e 436 olaatle Yaue dial) ae ol o (Jsaddl Ladas
(Lislies 1335) oIS 3] £ madll dolaall pam Ciymd Lo JY& Gile a3 Lgusla,
TSl Lailly FSIULT ALl Gl ge =31 @inte el oliian S Guile 1ralas
Lo oIS S0 i3l ) Jalull 5SS Clie 6318 gl Loaill Zulal 5 I
ol oo Al S ey Ll g 551 g Ladishl a3laslyd ol ks Usiag
e SIS L0 Blall g0 53] die e 05n3 § (i) i T Y- 1)
Sl 3als ee e Gliy U Lasadl ) elaiiall o Jaie sse J] 28] Lo sas
) Lale onasls

ale & Ubas Jsl s dlacs eSS Sla @ Jha3 Bl oyl ea8 ofi
B Y tolgian sty 85308 Sral o Gulsl s o dialad Grand Losie VAS)
Lol Gletad LuiSH daghs 45 gl of Uaddl ad bl ) o Vel b o]
oy L] iy 3 Lola) dialine LaT ony oS &1 12 . paasill Lelleass
T, Aaalill Jleel aliel g o and I (3K (e dade Gl 3505 .5
& Hadlyll s3a &5 3 g N1 Slsball JN3 8Lkl slaslll ol e 2a &gl
Sl ‘«m&;ﬁn Ladally 5f Sl Liialh psgio 3,laSxS Pl Jlecll ol
S Ghans A ABdall £ 5 foad il ssmll Bsid Lk Lghungy Lialiall ias
S u“:‘-‘& o) doss ¥ Binae I3 dingy canlsll 5illy psgians dolal (o cisars
40l algus] Lol 03 Sall le 28 OIS W8y Jauill B Guia sl £ 93 i gune
] Aialall eSS

st 1538 ol isly JISablsy cpusisbamisl aa olall lia & asile o
ol plof Lady 885 0 Il 42515 0, laS S a] asa IS (g3l sealdl Cing ok

T use here the beautiful Dru translation in The Journals of Kierkegaard, trans. Alexander
.Dru, p. 73 (New York: Harper Torch Books, 1959)
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Kierkegaard distinguishes between the edifying works of the right hand and the Y

pseudonymous works of the left hand in Kierkegaard’s Writings, XXIl, The Point of View:
On My Work as an Author, The Point of View for my Work as an Author, and Armed
Neutrality, trans. and ed. Howard and Edna Hong (Princeton: Princeton University Press,

.1998), p. 36
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Kierkegaard wrote a dissertation for his theological degree that interpreted Socratic ¥
irony as ‘infinite’ and ‘negative’, which meant ironically exposing falsity but without lay-
ing claim to the truth. See Kierkegaard’s Writings, I, The Concept of Irony, with Constant
Riffrence to Socrates, together with Notes of Schelling’s Berlin Lectures, trans. and ed.

.Howard and Edna Hong (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989)
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Seren Kierkegaard: Papers and Journals: A Selection, trans. Alastair Hannay, pp. 32-
3, 34, 35, 36-7 (London and New York: Penguin Books, 1996). The pages numbers in
parentheses in the text of this chapter are to this work from which this opening extract

.is taken, a practice I will follow in every chapter unless otherwise noted
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By having de Silentio describe a knight whose faith in God was not at odds with his ¥
marriage and his worldly duties, Kierkegaard admits to himself and to Regine that a true
man of faith is so light of foot as to be able to marry and not miss a step, whereas he,
Seren, pulled up lame. But the coded message to Regine is that he broke their engagement
in the name of the right to be made an exception of by God. While his secrecy placed an
obstacle to his marriage, it also held the key to his pursuit of his own personal mission,

.to find the truth that is true for him
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That is what ‘postmodernists’ criticize under the name of the ‘meta-physics of pres- ¥
ence’: to assume that only what is enduringly present (ousia), what is permanent, is really
real. That is why Heidegger said that Kierkegaard did not raise. the ‘question of Being’,
did not put this assumption into question, and why I have said that this distinction
between a merely fleeting time and everlasting eternity is his most fundamental back-

.ground assumption
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Kierkegaard’s Writings, XXIII, The Moment and Late Writings, trans. and ed. Howard ¥
and Edna Hong (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), p. 312. All page references

.in parentheses in this chapter are to this text
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The first creation narrative (Gen. 1-2: 3), the story of the six days, is attributed to ‘P’, ¥
a priestly author; composed in the sixth century BCE, during the Babylonian captivity, it
refers to God as ‘Elohim’ (‘God’). The second narrative (2: 4—24), the story of Adam and
Eve, is attributed to T, because it refers to ‘Yahweh’, with a ‘]’ in German (‘Lord’); it was
written some two centuries earlier, during the period of the kingdom of Solomon and
David. The first narrative (the good news) is more optimistic, the second (the bad news)

.is a more downbeat story about the first sin
Seren Kierkegaard’s Journals and Papers, ed. and trans. Hong, Vol. 3, no. 3044, p. 337. ¢
See Nos 2578-631, pp. 123—49, for the entries on marriage. They grow progressively

.more severe: no. 2629 (1854), p. 147 ‘tolerated fornication’



Slatl oo al)

LT 0sSs ool o) JB i) et gl pos 35088 Loty gmpaal) 3al (550
as Gl 3 el § 0ty ol

S5 ol s S, aS S S Tgmy n anl] 2130 ol paaal g3l Lo c3)
oball Jlabl Ly i Jad oo @losll df Gaw el olsly cpill cpmgs Gt
Lalil) Slash IS ansial oF g anlss ool Ihals of Jaas gadia AT G
Lo dads 3] S5800 aly & adl Uy dads 13l oS0 L(YEV) @lasll oe ool
(Bl Bulgs 88 feaga slil ol ss Brde e Juanys glosl by Bl alady
oo o oAl e -pg) peall 785 Isbialsy (S 808 i85k ] duslunl] pling
Brbie Gl Gy (ALY «suilally Bl paady eldl ol ¥gs §obie oy el
Tahl 2dadls iay Lawiall Bogill o1l Nl o) J585 dead] dhons e ol ¥y
5o JEbYy 215500 alaiadl 1is ol cauays B2l 2,88 Sl liasy ol
Lolally Leslill pLaadl § pllall ety o541 ooty L G s guses Sl
GISJUPELIRPECIS 6L SLOTE) daapull o Lo Lm.d ouis S (g3l
adhy — i) uilasy ol oo Eslass Lo i ¥ — (e Holaie Gey —
AYEY) (dais aY (ghall a3 Sal sas ceoulill e zls3)

Al sda § Lnvall Sl ae 3ylaS S (3505 g o STl agll oo
Loo 51 352 aly agitge Luslon 99 Jya File cramadll 2155 o el aiing o
A Jlas 2le5 OIS dia e SISY) agalss oo Crusadll JA3 ) Y preaall 4l

poud ad slgbad¥l e 23U Lgad cnddad 1 Ldall JN5 LS @ Gole 1540
B A JYS 2SI Gass 0SS IS a3y il Sleg,ll sblasll
By § glssl cILnY paall suam dnaal o iy o i 55laSS Uols ai)
L, Lual) dwhyall Ll dSs i A, Al wylaSS Jolas aal (L
Sl G aa glhe doa Siaes Galgs Guaadll B Lo e ool GUSH Gaas sl
i Loy Basd i allall o sty OIS 3l udss (unadlls .uaall Gl )
ousi S JaY Lgady o Sy dawuas sl o Y1 o sl a8 5l 9 G
S Buas oleg pde 61;;;_\41\ 099 oLl pgaing Jo Bliall oo sl olls &
Aigdall e 13alin 05S5 o sle pe 3élsh ¥ cagdlian ol @l dingy usadl)
OIS olgaiudly Slebs¥l Lipa Jas Lo sy w)laSyS andy il ((1isgs) of

VoV



eSS 1as i

A plast Aglas Lon of Loglue Lpdungs clalied) sla IS (adzw a,laS xS
S5a of dela ol elliay YT abiall a3 Buga sl (s YWor Lol auiad L 138
dinan g dil (Juddy pilus Ge lin 53 s caadll lsaly e alladl gawd oo
3 Lo Gl 83 B30 oS0 Bavie Wby 06S ol 5SS ol
ousialin 45S J) SH3 dlans Ll ST LS ) 2l VA0O-VASE claduall
Bladl Lalo) 3 eylas W Jadyl Gad coaly 13) oS3 lg W Jaddl e Ganis
La o allige 23 a0 e Usgua 83aed (Say 038 il dgas ] J3al) o)
Jome 48 JLa 4 Lalis Gos Lgthany ol Lgmtiol (1) o lasll [ suaall
0SS e St sa (Y Lallall e Gomy aula Jladil Jf 7 ool galull Jlassyl
s JLSY §yste 35Sy R pe JolaB gd 130l oo ST Alaluie disa)
dy Lols Taass waudS ) Gasede (ulil) e dsiae saal Lads e oLl
(EYV-£Y ) cpuaall (ads Gule Gla Lgiduay allall @ BLall ae Jolass Lo
5o Jiall OF (¥ da s celiiab Loliel 4nad Go adla eSS uiy o
L) Lea Alally g3l Lt casandl Lo a3il oF cino A cianlall Lo Ll
Lisdad {1 Eayl) o5 gill) sl el o) -l e ilaily daglus Les
3% IS T s ol Lowlal asalal] 2ol o, e Jadly aish Jus a3 (2555
L Ll e woaall Lils J) Lialal) Wit b ol a3dy sl il alel Cady
B Bl T G siine gl Al Liapaal) (e Laslal) ol dgay J) 155
Sy lae do Kaa colS diwlal sia of 48 ddwle sl 5SS sha e
il aanl) allatly Lasais slawd Lo olad wizie palaiols Mol il ciliags &
SLES 3 i o) g -onSolaiall ol Jlosy Siaise Sl il uli
Syulidll sleinsd 5L 1has Glac)s oy elusll da,lShl ealelill (o Susall
s al pilaalh ge Ldwls Lok el seids gMly Jangd uslil) SUYI
D23l aall Jlasd sl Blally ¥ Dol s3SI Aol l) 3ok 2SS
al ) JUy 23l Aas ol LS bl LIl (e pguilss Jo Golans
aam sl LIS Lgs oty OIS a8l e 99 e 1 633 ey o iy
Uil dase JULY Claily 2loll touls 3 an s &) awialy il
Lol eBls Jo doglus zls3l OY o) J) potied s 1) gl caliny

VoA



Slatl oo al)

caluil Lghate Blaadl Gl 138 oY (@333l eBilia § Lol auiiad 2 o35 ol ol
alaas u,laS S Slul (VA0S by Vo) Slaine B8l 8lg aay W Yo Liinlall
Gl 33Le el duniling Y Ails S5 s LBl dsslis olud L
liald) diduny Fluise Guuiisle el awns 3 dasas 7oy (S e (Lo
Lmeal) 5F S il 3,aS S Cipa e S Dpnd LBAT a3y ccdiaiall fo
oagis of s (Sar il wsmgll Jisais Sal Lo s ARG doges Susde cuund
sl ) il Jlshs ke rer sal) o Al oy 0SS sadi
Sl Sl dgalse 3 audll Ge selyl oy i Sal silly ounlis daes fo
Gaise daly 3 Gl Ghons 58 omal — aagll — slal o) Gusle 5)aS,< Ut
Aaadatl Jab e 8GLadly slebasl dalss oo s ecdBudl Jie (Al glall o gigSI SLS
ddiany g3l bt ¥ shadl Cslal ) a3l amill of byl Jf cssl e
Doralall & sraliad) el elale dra Lo Ol eSS Geg L3 il dls,
ST ol s A5 e il smill 1 dia aBd ool Dapall s
alall sas AAEA oo @ cay L3 gubiadl Joadll Slual po Wslsiag AS1,
Ol ey 5SS IS Wil &S Lol slasl § dubalyiasdl ol sl gl agd Al
i a8 Rl aalad) adse G aSlll ady J) Yo dlia Janie 81gS dagd 3Mb)
sonl 5ot a5 Laay f coliall lansd e 320 ) eSS ol ) el
w055 Ae Jall s Zaslie Jsla wil .4l pe alit, Dde 4l eS8 Juaiyl Laall
ol aes ¥ @ily Gane 550 of dslas 4l lis Jlsb 403y gl Ll soliiel
adill oy ol Lo 13] idall oavadl fo cibaill fo Lds Suls S« ave
S J 285 Slaasall § Zasls Lol Al (S it lay Sine Ll Lalissy 30
Sy dilaally dalall e 1ighaine ad L@l 1igd dwds g0 oS eSS
£olall 3 JLky)
Lo w,laS,S Glal bl ALl g il § oyl Sl ol e Al 3
28 Barall ol e Jsm s illy cimnll allall fe psaally 5 St ol
L5 Ve 148 5,la$,€ Fa ul il allally @ Lgale 5siall (Say Yy Busase
i il J] — Sl sda e S & Bas 58y oS loall Gl Jla,
ped 238 sl dia ils ) — «llemnd) ! allalh Gl 8,la<S 8aS

1w\

V-4



eSS 1as i

oo oS oelaindl LAl &y 555 Laas 13 Lylate 1383 L 5500 (5 AaTas sdan
sl Lulte cpamsailhy 136 Jio e Lo o oS ) dasiSIl g 53 333 nsall
U e LS oda Sl gsay o s 06 oF oS oIS 1] L o cplaSS
Lo 130 i Yo LS L35S el B g3 g3 o KSde Va9 =518
ansSU spanl) humil 1ia ol cpaisly Oxfed dlia 550 dsyps sl Lesiia
Ll dl 15885 ¢ Sy conngsally slininll doad] L3S tiany Lesg,5 it Lesl J Y
I Ll iy s 8 L 03 1S i) D2l Bl gy
L33, Dol o pisd ddadll o Giladl LSS o ey ) oleldl gan)]

o2 Blaa Sasill Lisain s oAl elas 8,5) o Lags panan OIS el
ai) — dlas Ly gl 1 &y gad) o] SLUS & sAaLall daially jo5laall ea
B8 AAaiill Lsiall dag) Go oady 48 — dlanbay Yhas 4 4wis e JB
L pdiiaall 28Lall a3LEST 3uEil) Likilly AAQO ale S il (g5l Janl
eblaall & s, 5l e SST Lgsel )3 3 datan wilS iy o latue slaw
0uds slay colyiw & Jlsb obLES o 5 Gaa o Baln 1 sl e Bl
b e — ssleiusd Jia aali ) Shadl saad oS laiall all Jlad Juadl
SRS 5833l — Glaags 5231 Slisil G aaslins olac) ahbe oo sl
SIS LSS aliay ol gill wimgll gsnall 2l o) el Jo dogan Junis
Buasms!l 233500 Solaaall lgie &) dain I Bamsl) BULaLl (dy5is Bulas aniay o
(S iy DU o sl Lage dgho dund oo o 0 aS S a3l
S 3 Lge e I olasyl LusesSI galilly celially ollls gally oLl
j; Jia «&ym;sdb» dlae b o oS oS Jliksl (o oo Jsbol Gy casle
3 AL Shadl pe 45 Loy it Lok Funls oS Sa ) Jia i 06 (S
e G LS punly Ik casly 255 3 JJl%SJ;‘S.OlS o als Llg
Le S dlia oJadlls Balae osiny — Lo Loaplly JWAbs cpmss — poand
) BLas Loy Lolad) o583 Zgag & ouSials Lo 50y sla$pSy slaty Sisia
] Apailly Liadial) Badal) 31 Aally Lodll Sl ol el gy oy sl
dida Lghe Jams ¥ 13e 0L o i oS Lalad) SLESS bavund) JolI s (S
Lo jas olads dlia oS ol 3] @) coadl Jlaely LS 3 JB ags . ulill S

\RR



Slatl oo al)

Bavall o e 1as ols dgalate Jiblse § dilide [5els alidll Jo 50l alls
) 4 Ayphas &l po

BILaY ey (LiigSall L adlinl) oo L ool 301 8)lakad) sleadl cpiw
L5t ol Jlall paall Jieo Jleel ool us*‘uﬁgJ Sl sl psasladl
s slansy oliab ge Iyl S Lugludll j50 Gl (I Zalally Lilauall Y]
Bapan ) Bl cad Mol &1 ol S Jelaty ol 0 phadl 2SS
o Jadlls GISa] & s50 ol (Al Gelo ¥ T 13 (e Funglunil] piShurs SSY5R)
liidsa Lo S50 18y dupludll ala Lo ol olSn Bsauas diyaadl ] Cady
mball aglany Loosay c@landl fo culall Lade lgauw,y weldll day)f ol
b Bl Lamill Sy paags LAl Asine i 70 SLIS Ll ) (ke
Gy K ST o K V3 Bus J) oladl) o el egb G135 pue
loally Luas¥l pal Jleel @ LAT sbsiinn Lo, Lusludll of 5,la<<
Y il panay dadlall aguail o aol & d 1l 15el ¢ 55w Lo sas
‘}us_u g2 cnsrme cnall oy oo o L(VEA) &) Jlay! Lifiia Loliatdl daxs
3 tolilatll e i3l BLA e udsle 8L altel (Jol Gala3 luis] wayg
Slaagll oda Jio ] 6Ll (o wide il pae b Ll Rl Juadl o] ey )58
Joud) ‘;m;_u: o LS esls il sl

£olsh G eSS i ciliagy & Luysail) 3o LS G waly ¢ prad o
1) sans oo § elsmsd il § plal T loany oles oalgsS
PN S0 G 4w s a1l A S osal goal 2(VACO Lpadss
K3 098 e eduniSIl @ B30 palye (Aad) @ eSS ilay clills o
ol T cais) i wadl cond ey Aoladl damnaall Sl Dlad p3M) cody
Daasal) diawsll GIll pul e 4x8 w83 WSS o pal B8y Sl Sea)

The most likely cause of death is ‘Pott’s Disease’, tuberculosis of the spine. See Joseph °
Brown III M. D., ‘The Health Matter Briefly Revisited,” Soren Kierkegaard Newsletter, no.
49 (August, 2005): 16—20. Kierkegaard himself attributed his declining health to drinking

.cold seltzer water the previous summer
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Published works: I myself first acquired a taste for Kierkegaard in the
older translations by Walter Lowrie and David and Lillian Swenson, and
many people still prefer them because they are more graceful and flow-
ing and because they better preserve Kierkegaard’s sparkling wit. I have
occasionally used them here to give the reader an example of the good
fortune the first generation of Anglophone readers had in their encounter
with Kierkegaard. Most of these books can still be acquired in used paper-
back editions. The new translations, which are now the standard, are more
technically correct and organized, but I find them more literal and awk-
ward: Kierkegaard’s Writings, trans. and ed. Howard and Edna Hong et al.,
26 volumes (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978—2000); they come
equipped with a stunning scholarly apparatus and system of annotations.
Alastair Hannay’s translations (Penguin Books) are more critical than the
older ones and more felicitous than the Hongs’.

Journals: I occasionally cite the beautiful translation made in 1939 by
Alexander Dru for Oxford University Press and reprinted in The Journals of
Kierkegaard, trans. Alexander Dru (New York: Harper Torch books, 1959;
reissued Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2003). This is a splendid place to
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start reading Kierkegaard. Alastair Hannay, Seren Kierkegaard: Papers and
Journals: A Selection, trans. Alastair Hannay (London and New York: Pen-
guin Books, 1996), a much larger selection, is an excellent translation that
is the next best thing to read. The usefulness of the most comprehensive
translation, Seen Kierkegaard’s Journals and Papers, ed. and trans. Howard
V. Hong and Edna H. Hong, 7 vols (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1967-78), is impaired by an unhappy decision to group the entries topi-

cally instead of chronologically.

Ll s
Walter Lowrie, Kierkegaard (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1938) and
A Short Life of Kierkegaard (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1942)
are old chestnuts, but a bit hagiographical. Josiah Thompson, Kierkegaard
(New York: Knopf, 1973), is quite incisive and demythologizing but a bit
cynical. Thompson is a predecessor of the truly comprehensive (866 pages)
and highly demythologizing biography by Joakim Garff, Kierkegaard: A
Biography, trans. Bruce H. Kirmmse (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2005). The account that I like most, that balances an insightful intellectual
history with critical biographical detail, is Alastair Hannay, Kierkegaard: A
Biography (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

&',333\3 JdLlAA

Bruce Kirmmse, Kierkegaard in Golden Age Denmark (Bloomington: Indi-
ana University Press, 1990) is an invaluable resource for the times in which
Kierkegaard lived. David Cain, An Evocation of Kierkegaard (Copenhagen:
C. A. Reitzel, 1997), a ‘coffee-table’ book of photos with accompanying
text, is a beautiful and touching tribute to the place where Kierkegaard

lived.
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The Cambridge Companion to Kierkegaard, eds. Alastair Hannay and
Gordon D. Marino (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997) is a su-
perb collection of studies by experts.

Robert Perkins has done a great and unflagging service of edit-
ing International Kierkegaard Commentary (Macon, GA: Mercer Univer-
sity Press, 1984—), a series of commentaries that appear in conjunc-
tion with each of the Princeton University Press translations; every major
Kierkegaard scholar has contributed to these books.

James Collins, The Mind of Kierkegaard (Princeton: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1983) is a reissue (with an updated annotated bibliography) of
a 1953 book, revised in 1965, which remains to this day one of the best
places to go for a first-rate introduction.

Louis Mackey, Kierkegaard: A Kind of Poet (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1971) is another splendid introduction, but this time
with a literary twist.

George Pattison, Kierkegaard’s Upbuilding Discourses (London: Rout-
ledge, 2002) is the best place to get an angle on literature I neglected in
this book. Pattison is one of the very best Kierkegaard people writing in
English and a significant thinker in his own right.

A very good treatment of the Heidegger/Kierkegaard relation is John
Edward van Buren, The Young Heidegger (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1994).

Space does not permit me to go on, but if, in addition to these books
and the books I cited in the notes, one keys in the following names for
‘author’ with Kierkegaard as the ‘subject’ on Amazon.com, one will come
up with any number of first-rate studies still available in English: Jon El-
rod, C. Stephen Evans, Henning Fenger, M. Jamie Ferreira, Bruce Kirmmse,
Louis Mackey, Gregor Malantshuk, John Lippitt, Edward Mooney, Jolita
Pons, Michael Strawser, Josiah Thompson, Niels Thulstrup, Sylvia Walsh
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and Merold Westphal. They take a variety of approaches and do not by any
means agree with one another, but they have produced well-written and

well-argued studies that repay study.
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Apart from more traditional studies, there is today broad interest in
Kierkegaard as a predecessor figure for ‘posttnodern’ thought. Two excel-
lent collections will get you started in that direction: The New Kierkegaard,
ed. Elsebet Jegstrup (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004) and
Kierkegaard in Post/Modernity, eds Martin Matustik and Merold Westphal
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995). In the 1980s, Mark C. Tay-
lor edited ‘Kierkegaard and Postmodernism’, a book series for Florida State
University Press. Sylvian Agacinski, Aparte (1988) and Louis Mackey, Points
of View (1986), were the most important books in the series. Taylor, a
leading postmodern theorist today, started out in Kierkegaard—journeys
to Selfhood: Hegel and Kierkegaard (New York: Fordham University Press,
2000) (reissue).

Jacques Derrida, The Gift of Death, trans. David Wills (Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1995) is a striking deconstructive approach taken
by the later Derrida. It corrects the slant given to Kierkegaard by Emmanuel
Levinas, Proper Names, trans. Michael Smith (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1996).

Mark Dooley, The Politics of Exodus (New York: Fordham University
Press, 2001) gives a Derridean reading of the political implications of
Kierkegaard.

Roger Poole, Indirect Communication (Charlottesville: University of
Virginia Press, 1993) is a good example of what an enthusiast of the

early Derrida would make of Kierkegaard; see also his ‘The Unknown
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Kierkegaard: Twentieth Century Interpretations’, in The Cambridge Com-
panion to Kierkegaard, eds. Alastair Hannay and Gordon D. Marino (Cam-

bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997).






